
We strive so hard to be "good moms".  We work hard, earn money, feed kids, do laundry, attend meetings, 
sign our kids up for sports and band camps, juggle schedules, and try oh-so-hard to get permission slips 
back to school on time.  And that's just Monday! There are so many "good mom" line items.  We strive to 

reach her...whoever she is.  Because not only does she serve her family well, but she also runs marathons, 
wears stylish clothes, rocks her aviator glasses and stacked bob like a supermodel, is president of PTA, 
and organizes three fundraisers a year.  She's educated with a comfortable income, and her home puts 

Magnolia Farms to shame. And it's always clean. 
 

None of these things are bad, of course. Yet, many of us, to different degrees, strive to reach her. It's 
exhausting. Maybe you're not striving to have that perfect home or look, but I bet you still find yourself 

striving.  The definition of "strive" is to "make great efforts to achieve or obtain something". Some 
synonyms are "do one's best, all one can, one's utmost".  Sound like you?  Or at least what the culture says 
you should be?  "Doing all we can".  Reaching for it.  Achieving it and helping my family achieve it.  Being 

everything.  Earning what we've been striving for.  Payoff and satisfaction, knowing we got there. 
 

But what most never realize is that the earthly striving will never end.  There's never a moment of "I've 
arrived".  If we're honest, the feeling of complete satisfaction is always just around the next corner. So 
we keep striving, hoping its different this time.  There is nothing this world promises that's worth that. 
 Not even success? Achievement? Getting the kids into the best schools? Nope. Nothing that is worth the 

upkeep of image, endless work, strained relationships, and fake smiles plastered over brokenness. 
 Nothing worth the stress, loss of sleep, and loss of what's truly important.  Maybe you're the kind of mom 
who has all these line items checked off, or maybe you're just tired of striving for what this world offers, 
but I promise you... they always fall short.  But I do know of a single good thing that is worth striving for. 

 
Good Friday is coming.  It's the day we remember Jesus' suffering and death on a cross.  It's a sad day for 

two reasons:  (1)  Jesus was God's son and he lived a perfect life without sinning, yet he was convicted as a 
criminal and died a gruesome death. And (2) Jesus didn't just die an innocent man, but ON BEHALF of people 

like us who ARE guilty.  He took the punishment we should have had and paid the debt we owed.  I know 
the story, but what does that have to do with striving? 

 
Well, as many "good mom" achievements as you've unlocked, you owe a debt.  In fact, it's so huge that no 

comfortable income or fundraisers you organize can pay it.  It's so set-in-stone that no  PTA meetings or 
school petitions can negotiate it.  It's so heavy that your philanthropy won't balance it out.  And it's 

inevitable so you can't get out of it by looking the right part or having connections. That debt is your sin. 
 

See, God is holy (which means "set apart").  Everything he does and is is good...PERFECT.  And Jesus is God in 
the form of a man, so he was perfect, too.  But we are NOT.  We're full of envy, greed,  lust, pride, unjust 
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anger, bitterness, and that's just inside!  Compound that with foul language, gossip, impatience, 
lies, substance abuse, self-righteousness, and more.  That's why God must be "set apart" from us. 

 Yet, God created us and loves us.  He WANTS us to be with him, but our sin keeps us separate. 
Romans 6:23 says that "the wages of sin is death".  So not only must we be apart, but that debt?  It 

has one payment: death, both here and eternity in hell.  And we deserve it! 

But because God loves us, he decided to solve the problem we couldn't solve ourselves. God sent 
his son Jesus to die for us.  See, because Jesus lived a sinless life, he was the only one who could 

pay the debt we owed for our sin!  Jesus did it willingly, out of love for us.  He knew us before we 
were born, watched us grow from girls into women, and, now, watches sadly as we strive 

ourselves to exhaustion. 

Why is our striving so sad?  Because it's needless.  Simply choosing to follow him requires no 
striving on your part.  All the effort and "good mom" achievements aren't required because Jesus 

has done all the work himself!  You don't need to work hard to earn his love or heaven.  You 
don't need to look the part, say all the right words, or clean up your act first. Just come. 

Repent of (turn from your sin) and place your full trust in Jesus Christ for your salvation and 
he'll begin working in your heart.  Or if you've already done that, ask him to renew your mind in 
this area.  Open your heart to him. Learn who he is through the Bible.  Pray for God's Holy Spirit 

to fill you.  Your desires for worldly accomplishment will begin to change.  The endless line 
items you pursued will begin to fade as your heart aligns to God's.  The need for the right image, 
family success, and all the rest will change as you realize: God desires the tenderness of heart 

so much more than your life goals. 

Your exhaustion to be the "good mom" will turn to peace.  You know why?  Because you will have 
embraced the most beautiful message of Good Friday:  that Jesus was all the "good" you need to be 

and that pursuing him is the only "good thing" worth truly striving for. 

"For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast."  Ephesians 4:29 (ESV) 

Prayer:  God help me to put my full trust in you and to pursue you with all my heart.  I want to stop 

striving for things that don't matter.  Help me see clearly this Good Friday that your sacrifice for 

me has brought me peace.  Amen. 
                                                                                                                                                     -Leah Tatina
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